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CLEM LACK WAS NOTED 
WRITER, HISTORIAN 
Australia lost a distinguished writer and scholar, and the 
Royal Historical Society of Queensland a dedicated member 
and official, with the sudden death of Mr. Clem Lack, Senior 
Vice-President, on March 20, 1972. 
Clem began his journalistic career as a cadet on the 
Gympie Times in 1918, and joined the old Brisbane Courier 
four years later, as a general (C grade) reporter. In 11 
years with that journal, he did Supreme Court reporting, 
cable and general sub-editing, and was a special writer and 
political columnist. 
In June 1933, the Courier and Daily Mail merged to form 
the Courier-Mail, and Clem was then largely engaged in 
special writing for the Courier-Mail and Sunday Mail. He 
joined the Brisbane Telegraph in January 1940, as special 
writer and subsequently was leader writer and book re-
viewer. He moved to The Age, Melbourne, in mid-1944 as 
leader writer. In January 1948, he returned to Brisbane to 
join the State Public Relations Bureau, of which he was head 
from 1953 until his retirement in December 1966. 
WIDE POLITICAL KNOWLEDGE 
Few journalists could light so many lamps of memory and 
reminiscence. For more than 30 years a close observer and 
commentator of Queensland and Australian politics, he pos-
sessed an intimate knowledge of many of the figures who 
helped make political history in Queensland and in the Com-
monwealth. He was for 16 years political columnist for the 
Brisbane Press, being chief of the Parliamentary Gallery staff 
for the Courier and later the Courier-Mail, and writing a 
daily commentary on the debates which was a feature of the 
Australian Press. These commentaries, notable for their wit 
and humour, and principaUy published under the heading 
"Gallery Notes", were continued in the 1940's in the 
Telegraph, which also published a Saturday feature, "Mirror 
of Parliament." 
In his earlier years, Clem was a poet of note in Queens-
land, and his first book, a coUection of verse, "The Fields of 
Amaranth and Other Poems" was published shortly before 
Worid War II. 
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He was the author of "Three Decades of Queensland Poli-
tical History", which tells the story of Queensland politics 
from 1929 to the Parliamentary session of 1960—covering 
three of the most significant periods of Queensland's history 
—the depression years, the Second World War, including the 
story of Queensland's war effort, and the post-war years. 
He is co-author with Sir Raphael Cilento of "Triumph in 
the Tropics", the Centenary History of Queensland, of 
"Wild White Men of Queensland" and of several other pub-
hcations, and co-author with Harry Stafford of "The Rifle 
and the Spear", a dramatised account of the frontier battles 
between the aboriginal tribes and the white invaders. Clem 
also edited the official Queensland Centenary volume, 
"Queensland—Daughter of the Sun." 
He was co-author with Sir Raphael Cilento of "Triumph 
in the Tropics", the Centenary History of Queensland, of 
He wrote hundreds of special articles covering subjects 
of general and historical interest for Queensland, interstate 
and overseas journals. He also wrote many papers for the 
Royal Historical Society of Queensland, and was editor of 
the Society's journal and its Research Officer at the time of 
his death. 
ACADEMIC DISTINCTION 
He was one of the first Queenslanders to obtain the 
Diploma of Journalism, and pursued his studies in the even-
ing to graduate as a Bachelor of Arts. He was elected a 
FeUow of the Royal Historical Society of Queensland for 
his contribution to Queensland and Australian history. 
FoUowing his retirement in 1966, he remained active in 
free-lance journalism and was keenly interested in the Royal 
Queensland Historical Society. He was also a member of the 
Royal Austrahan Historical Society, and the Royal Geo-
graphical Society (Qld.). 
Mr. Lack was a painstaking researcher and his writings 
contributed much to Queensland's history in the general, 
social and political fields. 
In addition to his many historical and free-lance journal-
istic interests after his retirement, he edited the monthly 
journal of the Queensland Country Party for some time. He 
contributed frequently, up to his death, to magazine publica-
tions in Queensland and interstate. He wrote extensively also 
on the history, legends and customs of the Australian 
aborigine. 
Mr. Lack's wife (nee Ivy Latimer, of Gympie) pre-
deceased him in 1971. He leaves a son,
 Clem, and a daugh-
ter, Mrs. A. L. Coker of Melbourne. 
